
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Second Quarter 2018 Louisiana Timber Market Report1 
By Dr. Shaun Tanger, LSU AgCenter Forest Economist 
 

 

Louisiana Stumpage Prices  

  

2nd Quarter 2018  

  

Change from prior Quarter  

  

Product Class  

  

Price Per Ton  

  

% Change  

  

Pine Sawtimber  

  

25 

 

2% 

  

Pine Chip-N-Saw  

  

19  

 

-3% 

  

Pine Pulpwood  

  

10 

  

-1%  

  

Oak Sawtimber  

  

41 

  

-2% 

  

Mixed Hardwood 

Sawtimber 

  

32 

  

-4% 

  

Hardwood Pulpwood  

  

10  

  

5% 

Price Conversions:  

Pine Sawtimber/ MBF= Tons * 8   Hardwood Sawtimber/ MBF = Tons * 9.5   

CNS and Pine Pulpwood Cords = Tons * 2.7  Hardwood Pulpwood = Tons * 2.85 

 

                                                           
1 The following document is intended for use by owners of forested land in Louisiana. The source of these prices is proprietary in 
nature and are therefore rounded per agreements to disseminate to the public.  Percentages are included to show if prices are 
up/down/flat.   The prices I report are also state averages and the LDAF numbers are by specific regions. I recommend using 
both to aid in decisions about purchases, sales, and determining harvesting schedules. As always communicate with a consultant 
forester on prices before executing contracted agreements with wood buyers. 
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Ten Timely Timber Tips 
By Ricky Kilpatrick, Area Forestry Agent 
 

Over the years of working with forest landowners in the region, there are some items that seem to “pop up” time 
and time again.  Some are commonly encountered problems, some are unfavorable situations that could have been 
avoided with better planning, many are simply due to the economy and current market situations and some are just 
ideas that might be helpful.    Maybe the following list will give you some helpful ideas. 
 

1. Timber Basis – Many landowners do not know what this is, or, do not know how and when their timber basis 
can be established or updated.   In many cases, the timber basis can save LOTS of tax dollars for landowners.   
Landowners certainly need to visit with their tax professional and consulting forester about their timber 
basis. 

2. Hogs, Beavers and Other Pests – This is an ongoing battle for many landowners.   When spring rolls around, 
you’ll want to make sure beavers aren’t damming up and flooding creek bottoms or other areas.   A little 
flooding during the dormant season may not be too bad on your trees, but it doesn’t take long beginning in 
March, for trees in standing water, to start dying.   And feral hogs continue to be a huge problem.   If you 
have a hunting club, maybe they could be of help. 

3. Boundaries – Knowing your boundaries and having them marked will ALWAYS be in your best interest! 
4. Access – Obviously, this is very important.   But even if you have good access to a road or highway, there are 

still things you can do to make this good access more attractive to timber buyers.  When markets are slow, as 
they are now, this can be very important when you are trying to sell timber.  Your consulting forester can 
help you with the project of making your access more attractive to prospective timber buyers. 

5. Know Your Neighbors – Numbers 3, 4 and 5 are very closely connected.  Knowing your neighbors and 
developing a good relationship with them will be helpful in maintaining boundaries and good access.   If you 
don’t already know your neighboring landowners, you can easily obtain this information from the tax 
assessor’s office. 

6. Premark Sales – With a good management plan, you will know what is next in line to be harvested.   If your 
next scheduled area is marked and ready to cut ahead of time, it might prove helpful, and certainly can’t 
hurt.   Whether it’s a first thinning, selective cut, or even a final harvest, if the area is delineated, and trees 
are marked as needed for a selective cut, you’ll be ready if there is a sudden upswing in the market.   Your 
scheduled harvest may be a couple of years away, but if the market has a jump, or you have the chance to 
get a better price along with some neighbors who are selling, the premarked area would save time and may 
make a difference in taking advantage of the timing. 

7. Property Radius – With GoogleEarth this is an easy task.    Create an aerial photo of your property and 
delineate areas centered around your property.  Draw a 25-mile radius, a 50-mile radius and a 100-mile 
radius circle centered on your property.   Add any mills, wood yards or other prospective buyers to the 
photo.   Knowing what products are being produced in your area will be helpful in management decisions.  
Doing this periodically will keep you informed of market and production changes, should mills close down or 
new ones come on line.  Your consulting forester can easily do this for you or help you do it. 

8. Site Prep/Planting – A good start is always important! 
9. Keep a Forest Journal  - This comes in very handy for tax purposes, and will be helpful in updating your 

management plan. 
10. Involve Your Children and Grandchildren – Build a positive legacy with your family and your land by involving 

your family on the land.   Hunting, fishing, birdwatching, identifying trees and plants, marking lines, building a 
bridge, camping, telling stories around a campfire, planting trees, cutting firewood, training or walking a 
dog…..the list of opportunities is endless!  There are so many ways to involve your children and grandchildren 
and to share your knowledge and wisdom concerning your land and the stewardship and management of it. 

 
Two key factors will be very important and helpful in dealing with these ten tips….A Consulting Forester and A 
Management Plan.   Your consulting forester will sit down with you to visit about your goals and objectives for your 
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land.   Based on this visit, your past records and some on ground work, the consultant will develop a management 
plan directed toward achieving your objectives.   This plan will include information about some of these ten items 
and much more.   This article may give you some additional items you’d like to include with your management plan 
or add to it the next time it is revised. 

 
LSU AgCenter Profiles Detail Forestry’s Economic Reach by Parish 
 
Forestry is Louisiana’s top-grossing agricultural commodity. The forestry sector has a total annual output of 
approximately $13 billion according to the LSU AgCenter and reaches every parish in the state.  
 
AgCenter assistant professor of forest economics Shaun Tanger recently compiled economic profiles of the forestry 
industry in all 64 parishes.  “We wanted to put this out because it gives us a more complete picture of what forestry 
means to each parish,” Tanger said 
 
The profiles provide a snapshot of how the forest products industry contributes to each parish economy through 
jobs, wages and purchases in the local economy as well as local, state and federal taxes.  Tanger said indirect 
purchases, those that the forest sector as a whole makes from other industries, and induced purchases, such as the 
spending by employees from the forest sector on goods and services in the community, were also factored into the 
total contribution.  
 
The profiles also detail the number of people the forestry industry employs in each parish.  These profiles will be 
beneficial to parish police juries, landowners and companies looking for logging workforce and other supply chain 
infrastructure, Tanger said. And the Louisiana Forestry Association will use these for state and local advocacy.  
 
The forestry industry contributed nearly $1 billion in local, state and federal taxes in 2015 (in 2017 dollars) and 
employs more than 50,000 people in Louisiana. The results were obtained using an input-output model.  “This can 
illustrate a sector or group of sectors importance to the overall economy,” Tanger said.  The profiles can be found at 
http://bit.ly/lsuagcenterforestry.  
 

Louisiana 4-H’ers Win Fifth Place at National Forestry Competition 
 
Louisiana placed fifth among 15 states that competed in the 39th Annual National 4-H Forestry Invitational from July 
29 to Aug. 2.  Teams from Alabama, North Carolina and Florida placed first, second and third, respectively. Arkansas, 
Georgia, Indiana, Kentucky, Mississippi, New York, Oklahoma, South Carolina, Tennessee, Utah and Wisconsin also 
competed. 
 
The event was held at West Virginia University Jackson’s Mill State 4-H Camp and Conference Center near Weston, 
West Virginia, said LSU AgCenter forestry agent Robbie Hutchins.  “While at the Invitational, 4-H members competed 
for overall team and individual awards in several categories,” Hutchins said. “Events included tree identification, tree 
measurement, compass and pacing, insect and disease identification, topographic map use, forest evaluation, the 
forestry bowl and a written forestry exam.” 
 
Louisiana was represented by Josie Camp, of Winnfield; Sydney David, of Gross Tete; Reese Goldstein, of 
Harrisonburg; and Isaac Primeaux, of Maurice. Hutchins and AgCenter forestry agent Whitney Wallace coached the 
team.   
 
The Louisiana team was chosen at 4-H University and consisted of the top contestants in the state 4-H forestry 
contest.  4-H is a youth education program operated in Louisiana by the LSU AgCenter.  
 

 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/articles/page1532036579349
https://na01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fbit.ly%2Flsuagcenterforestry&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ccccfe2b0490443929d7008d602136970%7C804b509899084bdf9c06b3df777563aa%7C0%7C0%7C636698679734121956&sdata=kwC9V61UBd28YEhEOi%2ByLtaBg%2F9cRVmEdcX0F8rp1iw%3D&reserved=0
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Firewood Heat Values 
 
Cooler weather will be here soon.   For those of you, like me, who still burn firewood, here’s a list of heat values for 
several of our native trees. 

Available Heat in a Standard Cord of 
Firewood at 12 and 30 Percent Moisture Content 

Million BTUs per cord   
 

Species   12 30  Species   12 30 
 

Live Oak   38 31  Red Maple  24 19 
Osage Orange   35 29  Hackberry  24 19 
Hickory   34 27  Slippery Elm  24 19 
White Oak   33 25  Sweetgum  23 18 
Persimmon   32 25  Black Cherry  22 19 
Dogwood   32 25  American Elm  22 18 
Black Locust   30 25  Magnolia  22 18 
Red Oak   30 24  Sassafras  20 17 
Honeylocust   29 23  Yellow-poplar  19 16 
American Beech 29 22  Cottonwood  18 17 

       

Tales From an Extension Forestry Agent 
 
Over my 33 years in this position, there have been many memorable tales!!   With this being my last Timber Tales, I 
thought I would share a few of stories just for a laugh or to feel good.   I believe real life provides more laughs than 
made up jokes or stories, so I hope you get a kick out of these.   One thing’s for sure...you can’t make this stuff up! 
 

 A friend and Webster Parish landowner that I met and worked with very early in my career called me one day 
about beaver problems.  They had dammed up a creek and water was backing into his pine plantation.   I 
suggested that he knock a hole in the dam and either set a trap nearby or just stake out the area and wait to 
shoot the beaver.   I told him that the beaver would return soon to repair the dam.   My friend opted to wait 
with the gun.  This was in the 1980s, and back then, you still had to get a permit to shoot or trap beavers, so 
the landowner got his permit, knocked a hole in the dam and took a lawn chair and shotgun and waited till 
dark.   Well the beaver didn’t show up before dark, so the landowner went home for the night.  The next 
morning he returned to try again, only to find that the beaver had pulled the lawn chair into the creek to plug 
up the hole in the dam!!   Talk about adding insult to injury! 

 

 A common practice by utility companies is to apply a growth inhibitor to trees they are pruning for right-of-
way clearance.   This slows down the vegetative growth of the pruned trees and delays the need for the next 
pruning by two or three years.   It is very helpful if they can wait and revisit these sites in five years instead of 
three.   Needless to say, I get many calls about utility right-of-way pruning.  Well once I had a homeowner call 
and complained that his pecan tree had not produced a crop since the tree pruners had applied the growth 
inhibitor several years earlier.   He said it had been many years with no pecans.   I told him this was odd 
because the growth inhibitor is often used like medicine for a stressed tree and actually helps the tree.   So I 
went to visit the homeowner and observed the tree.   After looking at the tree, I had to tell him that it would 
certainly be a miracle if the tree ever produced pecans, because it was an ASH tree!! 

 

 Of course there are always lots of fun stories and memories from 4-H Camp.   In the 1980s, one summer my 
good friend and coworker and I dressed in the appropriate garb to provide a special appearance by the Blues 
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Brothers.   We had our act down and sang three or four Blues Brothers songs and the kids got a kick out of it.   
Looking back at the pictures, I always get a kick out of one particular picture.   Another friend/coworker’s 
daughter wanted an autograph from Jake and Elwood, so she’s standing right beside me, really giving me the 
once over.  This girl knew me well, but with the black suit, hat and sunglasses on, she was convinced that she 
was getting an autograph from Joliet Jake, not realizing, even at close proximity, that it was Mr. Ricky!!    The 
next summer we had a visit from the Beach Boys! 
 

 One of the local television stations called me and wanted to do a story about the importance of forestry in 
northwest Louisiana.   They wanted to film some footage at a tree farm in the area and include an interview 
with me and with the tree farmer.   I agreed and told them I would find a good place for us to do the story.  I 
called a good friend who had forest land near Shreveport and made the arrangements.   The day for the 
project came, and the reporter and cameraman met the landowner and me at the property.   They set up the 
camera and we did the story, with some great footage showing the importance of forest management for 
economic production, wildlife habitat and recreation use.  We were all proud of our story.  However, 
between some of the recorded interviews, my friend and I were off to the side while the reporter and 
cameraman were setting up for more filming.    My friend and I were both single at the time, and so was the 
cute reporter.   We were talking about how pretty the reporter was and that maybe one of us could ask her 
out.   We were trying to figure out which one of us might ask her out (the lucky one), and how and when we 
might ask her…..then I looked down and realized that I still had the lapel microphone clipped to my collar!!   
We both kind of freaked out and just stopped talking.  We laughed about it later, but we never did know if 
the cute reporter heard or maybe even recorded our admiration for her!! 

 

 Occasionally, when we are all at the office, my coworkers and I will go have lunch together.  One sunny, but 
cold winter day, we made one of our lunch trips.  My two 4-H agent friends and I headed out in my truck for 
lunch.   On the way to lunch, I told them that I needed to make a stop to look at some yard trees for someone 
who had called with a tree concern.   We agreed that we would make a “quick” stop on the return trip after 
lunch.    The house was on our route, so it “shouldn’t” take but a minute.   My friends and I got out at the 
house and I analyzed the tree in question.   Well maybe I got a little too detailed with my prognosis and 
recommendation, so my friends decided it was too cold to stand outside and decided to get back in the truck.   
After reaching a verdict on the tree problem, I couldn’t resist to look at, and discuss several other trees in the 
yard, so the “short visit” got longer.  When I finally returned to the truck, my two friends were asleep in the 
warmth of the sunlight in the truck!  From that day on, when we went to lunch, the two of them always got 
together and conspired to make sure and go in separate vehicles!! 

 

 A local elementary school had asked if I would help with a tree planting event for Arbor Day.   We were going 
to plant 12 trees at the school grounds.   I brought dibbles and information on how to plant trees.    When I 
arrived, the principal said he had a funny story to tell me.   He had made arrangements to pick up the trees 
from the LDAF office in Minden the day before.   Thinking 12 trees would take up a lot of space, he asked his 
faculty if anyone had a truck he could borrow.  No one had driven a truck to school that day and he was really 
worried about getting 12 tree into his small car.   He said he finally found someone who had a station wagon, 
so he borrowed it and drove to Minden.  When he arrived, he went in the office, still worried.  He told the 
man at the LDAF office he was really worried and hoped the 12 trees would fit in the back of the station 
wagon with the seats down.   He said the man went back to get the trees and came back with a grocery bag 
with 12 sticks in it!!!   He had no idea that his trees were 2-foot tall bare root seedlings!!!  So the event was a 
learning experience for everyone!! 
 

 Speaking of Arbor Day, I have had lots of great memories of Arbor Days, Earth Days and other forestry and 
environmental events at many schools and other sites throughout northwest Louisiana.   During my career, 
one of the greatest success stories that I was able to be a part of, was regularly fueled by such events.   Oil 
City Elementary School, a preK-8 school, was dwindling in 1999, with low enrollment, low school 
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performance scores, low student test scores and very little community involvement.  The principal had heard 
about this great environmental education program, Project Learning Tree.  He approached the school board 
about training his entire faculty in PLT, and some other environmental programs, and then focusing the 
school on this theme as an environmental education magnet school.  The other option was to close the 
school and send the students to surrounding schools.   The school board agreed to the principal’s request, 
and this was the birth of something truly special.   The principal called me and we set up the first workshop 
to train the faculty.  Over the next few months, other trainings were conducted and the school faculty and 
staff stepped out of the box, so to speak, and followed the new EE path.  Everyone was on board and Oil City 
Elementary School and the community took on a whole new atmosphere.  For the next 16 or so years, the 
school made unbelievable strides, with great improvements in student test scores and school performance 
scores.  Community involvement, student and faculty enthusiasm, outdoor classrooms, a nature trail, a huge 
greenhouse, numerous grants, continued professional development were just some of the attributes of this 
great success story!   Oil City Environmental Magnet School won national awards and was recognized in 
numerous media sources and publications, including Newsweek magazine!  Educators and administrators 
from around the country came to visit the school, and the principal, other faculty members and I traveled to 
several conferences all over America to share the path of this great success!  The school board added seventh 
and eighth grades to the school to continue the students’ learning progress.  The National PLT office adopted 
the new Oil City Environmental Science Magnet School as their poster child showing the success and impact 
Project Learning Tree can make.   To play a role in this great success story is a major highlight of my career.  It 
has certainly been a program of significant impact and long-range success. 

 

 The Project Learning Tree program has been a super program in Louisiana and throughout the nation.   Tens 
of thousands of teachers have been trained and received this great environmental education curriculum, and 
it continues to reach children in our schools.  Another great aspect for me has been the annual International 
Coordinators Conferences for PLT.   Each year coordinators from the 50 states and a few foreign countries get 
together with the national PLT staff for a week of professional development, idea-sharing, resource sharing 
and camaraderie.  A different state hosts the event each year.  I have had the opportunity to travel 
throughout the country and collaborate with my fellow PLT colleagues many times over the years.   I have 
presented many times on the Oil City success story and other PLT-related topics.   I have also developed 
many friendships over the years.  It’s been fun to watch the program evolve with technology. It continues to 
keep pace and grow thanks to a super national staff, national operating committee, and dedicated 
coordinators throughout the states and other countries, with the support of the national and state program 
sponsors.   PLT began and spent over 35 years under the direction and national sponsorship of the American 
Forest Foundation.  Two years ago, the Sustainable Forestry Initiative became the national sponsor of PLT.  It 
is a great fit, and I look for lots of new and exciting things for PLT.   Our state sponsors for Louisiana PLT are 
the LSU AgCenter, the Louisiana Forestry Association and the Louisiana Department of Agriculture and 
Forestry.   I have lots of great friendships, memories and accomplishments through PLT!!   It’s too much to 
put here, but if and when we cross paths, ask me about “Wild Thing” and I’ll tell you another funny story! 

 

 It has been a joy to coordinate the Ark-La-Tex Forestry Forum over the years.   From the first one in 1985 out 
at the Louisiana State Fairgrounds Ag Building to different hotels in Shreveport and Bossier to our current 
location, we’ve covered A LOT of topics over the years!  I remember how excited I was to have Bert Jones on 
our program in the early days.   Last year, it was such an honor to have General Peyton Cole recognize our 
veterans, and specifically make a presentation to my father for his service in the U.S. Army.  And this year, to 
be surprised with a cake AND a lifetime LFA membership was a great honor and humbling experience!!  
Thanks so much to all of the committee members for this!! 
 

 There are many, many more stories and adventures I could share, but time and space is limited….maybe I’ll 
write a book someday!   I have certainly enjoyed my years with the LSU AgCenter.  I have been blessed to 
have had a multitude of great coworkers, enjoyed wonderful partnerships with others in the forestry/wildlife 
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community and connected with so many landowners, schools, 4-H and other youth groups, teachers, 
homeowners and other groups and organizations.  I plan to stay involved, just from the other side of the 
retirement fence!!  Thanks so much!!! 

 
***Events, Thoughts and Tidbits 
 
***Louisiana’s 4-H Wildlife team took 3rd place out of 18 teams at the National 4-H Wildlife Habitat Evaluation 
Program recently held in Winter Harbor, Maine.    Congratulations to Austin Goldstein, Catahoula Parish, Clare 
Phillips, Iberia Parish, Clay Zaunbrecher and Alisabeth Breaux, both from Vermillion Parish, on their accomplishments.   
The team was coached by LSU AgCenter Area Fisheries Agent, Thu Bui and former Wildlife Specialist, Don Reed. 
 
*** Rose Rosette Disease has been found in the Shreveport/Bossier City area in recent months.  This devastating rose 
disease was first confirmed in Louisiana in the fall of 2015.   To find out more about this disease, check out the 
related article on our website:   http://www.lsuagcenter.com/profiles/jmorgan/articles/page1534360891842 
If you do have this disease, it is recommended that you remove the plant, including roots, bag it and burn it.  Infected 
plants can be brought to the Red River Research Station in south Bossier to be burned in a contained area.   If you 
wish to do this, please call first, 318-741-7430, ext. 1108. 
 
***The 112th Edition of the State Fair of Louisiana will be October 25 – November 11. (Closed on Mondays and 
Tuesdays)  The Ark-La-Tex Ag Council Junior Livestock Sale will be on October 31 beginning at 9:00 a.m.    This just 
happens to also be my last official day of work!! 
 

Sincerely, 
 

  

              
      Ricky Kilpatrick 
      Area Forestry Agent 
 
It is the policy of the Louisiana Cooperative Extension Service that no person shall be subjected to discrimination on 
the grounds of race, color, national origin, gender, religion, age, or disability.  If you have a disability which requires 
special assistance for your participation in a meeting, please contact the Bossier Parish Extension Office at (318) 965-
2326 three days prior to the meeting. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A STATE PARTNER IN THE COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SYSTEM.  LOUISIANA COOPERATIVE EXTENSION SERVICE PROVIDES EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES IN PROGRAMS AND 
EMPLOYMENT.  LOUISIANA STATE UNIVERSITY AND A. & M. COLLEGE. LOUISIANA PARISH GOVERNING BODIES, SOUTHERN UNIVERSITY, AND UNITED STATES 
DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE COOPERATING. 

     For additional information, call Area Code 318 and . . . 
     BIENVILLE      263-7400            BOSSIER           965-2326  CADDO   226-6805 
     CLAIBORNE      927-3110            DESOTO           872-0533  NATCHITOCHES  357-2224 
     RED RIVER      932-4342            SABINE           256-3406   WEBSTER  371-1317 

 
This material is based upon work that is supported by the National Institute of Food and Agriculture, U.S. Department of 
Agriculture, through the Renewable Resources Extension Act, a McIntire-Stennis project.  Any opinions, findings, conclusions, 
or recommendations expressed in this publication are those of the author(s) and do not necessarily reflect the view of the U.S.   
Department of Agriculture. 
 

 

http://www.lsuagcenter.com/profiles/jmorgan/articles/page1534360891842
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